
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Geography and Map Skills 
 
Unit Designers: 2nd Grade Team 
 
Level(s): Grade 2 

 
Time Span: 6 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
Students will understand that geography is the study of the Earth’s surface and peoples.  Students will 
view and understand several examples of maps, including the globe.  They will learn how to use the 
important features of a map (title, map key, labels, compass rose) to both read and create maps 
themselves. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
Social Studies  
D.1. Geographic Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns:  Students understand the nature and 
basic ideas of geography.   

a. Explain that geography is the study of the Earth’s surface and peoples.  
b. Create visual representations of the immediate neighborhood and community.    
c. Use basic maps and globes to identify local and distant  places and locations, directions (N, S, E, 

and W), and basic physical, environmental, and cultural features.   
 
A.1. Researching and Developing Positions on Current Social Studies Issues:  Students identify and 
investigate research questions related to Social Studies by locating, organizing, and sharing information. 

c.  Locate and collect information for a specific purpose from sources including maps, photographs, 
charts, and graphs. 

d. Organize findings. 
 
ELA  
C.1. Research  
Students answer research questions by gathering information from print and non-print sources. 

d.     Share information gathered using oral and visual examples. 
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 
 Know that maps are visual representations of places.  
 Know that the globe is a visual representation of the whole earth. 
 Know that we live in Lisbon (or Lisbon Falls). 
 Know what “features” are. 
 
 Skills: 
 Make a simple sketch. 
 Draw a simple representation of what they see. 
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LISBON SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 
UNIT DESIGN OUTLINE 

 



Enduring Understandings: 
People make maps to show the location of important places. 
People read maps to find important places. 
People study geography to learn more about the world. 
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How does the study of geography help me understand more about where I live? 
How can I use maps to learn more about my community? 
 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 
 Know that geography is the study of the earth’s surface and peoples. 
 Know that we live in Lisbon, Maine, United States. 
 Know that maps are drawn from up above. 
 Know that maps have specific features that help you read them. 
 
 Skills: 
 Read a map using its features (title, compass rose, map key, and symbols) 
 Create a simple map of a specific place. 
 Identify important landmarks to include on a map. 
 Describe locations in terms of direction. (North, South, East, West) 
 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings? 
Students will answer basic questions about various maps to show understanding of the use of common 
features of maps. 
Student-created maps of homes or classroom. 
Selected response:  What is geography? Choose our city, state, and country… 
Teacher observation while students work with globes. 
Summative:   LCS Treasure Map with clues 

 
 

Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Hook, Introduction  
Use GoogleEarth or Mapquest and the LCD projector to display the school and its community to show 
that maps are visual representations of real places.   This lesson should be used to introduce the term 
geography. 

 
Geography 
Read From Here to There by Margery Cuyler and use the format of the story to look at our location, 
beginning with our town and broadening the scope to where we are in the world (town, state, country, 
continent, world). 
Create a classroom definition of geography (definitions will vary, but should include that it is the study 
of the Earth’s surface and the people who live here.) 

 
Use Maps and Globes 
Students will create a compass rose, orient it to the directions labeled in the classroom, and use it to 
identify the location of different points or objects in the classroom. 
Read  Mapping Penny’s World  by Loreen Leedy and look at several maps to determine the common 
features of maps (title, compass rose, map key with symbols, scale, labels) 
Students will use the features of various maps to develop their map-reading skills. 
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Students will describe different map locations using direction words or geography terms. (Optional 
activities:  Students could use maps they’ve created to do this.  i.e. classroom map, treasure map) 
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Students will use globes (with Maine marked) in small groups to answer questions using what they know 
about map features and where we are in the world (Examples:  name the ocean east of Maine, use the key 
to find a continent other than North America, name a place that is as far as you can get from Maine, etc.)  

 
Create Visual Representations 
Each student will “map” five school items on their desk.  They will give their map and the items to a 
partner who will replace the items on their own desktop, following the map. 
Each student will map a favorite room in their home, including a key with symbols, title, and labels.  
(Teacher may ask students to map the classroom instead of a room from home, or, if time allows, they 
could do both) 

 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Create maps to represent a larger scope (such as country, continent, world) 
Looking at scale in greater depth:  determining distances. 
Reading maps to compare different regions of the world. 

 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Google Earth to show our relationship to the rest of the world. 
www.nationalgeographic.com/maps 
www.mapquest.com 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Fiction: 
As the Crow Flies by Gail Hartman 
From Here to There by Margery Cuyler 
Mapping Penny’s World by Loreen Leedy 
Non-Fiction: 
Where Am I? Series by Robin Nelson 
Maps and Symbols by Susan Lomas 
Walk on Maps by Mel Campbell 
I Can Read a Map  by Susan Ashley 
Discovering Geography:  Maps  by David L. Stienecker 
Mapping the United States  by Marta and Daniel Block 
People and Neighborhoods Social Studies Series 
Maps and Mapping by Deborah Chancellor 
Reproducibles: 
Beginning Map Skills (primary)– Teacher Created Materials  
Neighborhoods and Communities – Scholastic 
Beginning Maps and Globes – Evan-Moor 
Map Skills for Today – Scholastic 
Map Skills - Schaffer 
 

 
Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 
 

Buried Treasure! 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/maps
http://www.mapquest.com/

